
by Pastor Eric Schroeder 

Introduction to the New Testament (January 1) 
 

“These [words] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name” (John 20:31). This summary of the Gospel according to St. John serves as a fitting 
introduction to the purpose of all Scripture. We would never want to make a claim that the New Testament is 
superior to the Old, since Jesus himself testified about the first 39 books of our Bibles that “these are the Scriptures 
that testify about me” (John 5:39). Jesus Christ lives on every page of both Old and New Testament by inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
At the same time, we can say that we are New Testament Christians. Whereas Old Testament believers lived their 
lives of faith anticipating the fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Savior, New Testament believers rejoice that  
“a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:10). Every word of the 27 New Testament books was 
put on paper to bestow, confirm, and strengthen a faith that trusts in Jesus of Nazareth as the eternal Son of God, 
who took on flesh to redeem sinful mankind.  
 
With that spirit of faith, we embark on this journey through the New Testament. Over this next year we will 
welcome his birth, listen to him speak, see him suffer, die, and rise again – not once, but four times as we compare 
the four Gospel accounts. We will see how the gospel message exploded in impact, carried by witnesses from 
Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, and ultimately to the ends of the earth. We will see the struggles of the early 
Church and notice similar struggles in our own churches. The whole time, we will be reminded that our calendar of 
daily readings might be interrupted by trumpets, angels, and the Son of Man coming again on clouds of glory.  
 
We are New Testament Christians, living our lives of faith in between Jesus’ first coming in humility and his second 
coming in glory, to release us from the corruption of a sinful world and to welcome us into our inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for us since the creation of the world.  
 
A Few Notes: 

• You will find that the calendar includes an introduction to each book of the Bible. You’ll have an 
opportunity to consider the historical context of the original writing, biographical information about the 
people God used to put his Word on paper, or themes to watch for as you read. I hope you find it helpful as 
you see the grace and wisdom of God; realize that he chose a person, a time, and a place to communicate 
each part of a message that was immediately relevant and yet remains timelessly significant. 
 

• The pace is meant to be manageable and might seem to plod along for those who are used to reading bigger 
sections of The Daily Bible in previous years. If you have time, feel free to supplement your reading with a 
commentary like The People’s Bible to gain additional insight or application, or you may rather review a 
prior day’s reading to maintain the flow of thought. If you miss a day or two, you’ll be grateful that you can 
catch up in a relatively short time.  
 

• Consider hosting your own discussion group with a few friends. St. John’s contributors have been asked to 
include a thought-provoking question with each daily insight. Our hope is that you might use them for 
conversation starters with a partner or group or employ the questions in your daily prayer life.  
 

Let’s read with purpose, with a mission mindset, with every intention to know Jesus better and make him known to 
others. Until Jesus comes again, we have work to do as his present-day witnesses. Nothing equips us for this work 
better than regular time in his Word. May God bless our reading, discussion, and sharing of the New Testament in 
2019. 
  


